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§1486.200 What entities are eligible to
participate in the program?

To participate in the EMP, U.S. pri-
vate or government entities must dem-
onstrate a role or interest in the ex-
ports of U.S. agricultural commodities
or products. Government organizations
consist of federal, state, and local
agencies. Private entities include non-
profit trade associations, universities,
agricultural cooperatives, state re-
gional trade groups, and profit-making
entities and consulting businesses.

§1486.201 Under what conditions may
research and consultant organiza-
tions, individuals, or any other for-
profit entity apply to the program?

(a) Proposals from research and con-
sulting entities will be considered for
funding assistance only with evidence
of substantial participation in and fi-
nancial support by U.S. industry to a
proposed project. Such support most
credibly is provided in the form of ac-
tual monetary contributions to the
cost of a project.

(b) For-profit entities shall not use
program funds to conduct private busi-
ness or to promote private self-inter-
ests. For-profit entities may not use
program funds to supplement the costs
of normal day-to-day operations or to
promote their own products or services
beyond specific uses approved in a
given project.

§1486.202 Are there any ineligible en-
tities?

Foreign organizations, whether gov-
ernment or private, may participate as
third parties in activities carried out
by U.S. entities, but are not eligible for
funding assistance from the program.

§1486.203 Which commodities/prod-
ucts are eligible for consideration
under the program?

All U.S. agricultural commodities/
products except tobacco are eligible for
consideration. Agricultural product(s)
should be comprised of at least 50 per-
cent U.S. origin content by weight, ex-
clusive of added water, to be eligible
for funding. Projects which seek sup-

§1486.206

port for multiple commodities are also
eligible.

§1486.204 Are multi-year proposals eli-
gible for funding?

Proposals for projects exceeding 1
year in duration may be considered. If
approved, funding for multi-year
projects is normally provided 1 year at
a time, with commitments beyond the
first year subject to interim evalua-
tions intended to assess the progress of
the project toward meeting its in-
tended objectives.

§1486.205 What types of funding are
available under the program?

CCC has established three pools of
funding within the EMP—the Central
Fund, the Quick Response Marketing
Fund, and the Technical Issues Resolu-
tion Fund. Each year CCC will inform
the public of the process by which in-
terested eligible entities may submit
proposals for funding under the Central
Fund. Because of the time sensitive na-
ture of issues intended to be addressed,
the Quick Response Marketing Fund
and the Technical Issues Resolution
Fund will be available continuously
with no application deadline.

§1486.206 What is the Quick Response
Marketing Fund?

(a) This fund was established to ad-
dress priority constraints to market
access that arise because of unforeseen
events; market conditions in emerging
markets are often less predictable than
in more developed countries. It allows
responsiveness to time-sensitive mar-
keting problems or opportunities, such
as a change in an import regime or the
removal of a trade embargo; an unex-
pected or unusual change in the polit-
ical or financial situation in a country;
or a significant change in crop condi-
tions—any of which may have an im-
mediate impact on the access of par-
ticular commodities or products to spe-
cific markets.

(b) Proposals for the Quick Response
Marketing Fund must identify specific
market access issues that also face
time constraints. Application content,
evaluation, and reporting requirements
are the same as for the Central Fund.
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§ 1486.207

§1486.207 What is the Technical Issues
Resolution Fund?

(a) This fund was established to ad-
dress technical barriers to trade in
emerging markets worldwide by pro-
viding technical assistance, training,
and exchange of expertise. These in-
clude plant quarantine, animal health,
food safety, and other technical bar-
riers to U.S. exports based on unsound
or incomplete scientific information.

(b) Funding priorities are principally
those issues that are time sensitive and
are strategic areas of longer term in-
terest. Funding decisions are deter-
mined primarily through a review proc-
ess that includes FAS and relevant reg-
ulatory agencies. The review is based
upon the following criteria:

(1) The activity occurs in an eligible
country or region of market priority;

(2) The trade constraint warrants
intervention;

(3) The proposed activity is likely to
achieve an impact in the short-or long-
term;

(4) The Recipient is qualified to un-
dertake the proposed activity;

(5) The budget requested is reason-
able and includes leveraged resources;

(6) If applicable, a U.S. domestic con-
straint or trade issue can be resolved in
support of a proposed activity; and

(7) The activity has support from
USDA field offices.

(c) Because of the time sensitive na-
ture of the issues intended to be ad-
dressed by these funds, proposals,
whether private or government, may be
submitted at any time during the year.
Reviews of proposals are scheduled on a
monthly basis. An expedited review
may be requested but must be justified.

(d) Application content, evaluation,
and reporting requirements are the
same as for the Central Fund.

§1486.208 How does an entity apply to
the program?

CCC will periodically announce that
it is accepting proposals for participa-
tion in the EMP. All relevant informa-
tion, including application deadlines
(for the Central Fund) and proposal
content, will be noted in the announce-
ment, and proposals must be submitted
in accordance with the terms and re-
quirements specified in the announce-
ment. CCC may request any additional
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information it deems necessary from
any applicant in order to evaluate
properly any proposal.

§1486.209 How are program applica-
tions evaluated and approved?

(a) General. Proposals received by the
application deadline stated in the an-
nouncement for the Central Fund un-
dergo a multi-phase review by FAS
staff and the EMP Advisory Committee
to determine qualifications, quality
and appropriateness of projects, and
reasonableness of project budgets.

(b) Evaluation criteria. FAS will con-
sider a number of factors when review-
ing proposals, including:

(1) The ability of the entity to pro-
vide an experienced U.S.-based staff
with knowledge and expertise to ensure
adequate development, supervision,
and execution of the proposed project;

(2) The entity’s willingness to con-
tribute resources, including cash and
goods and services of the U.S. industry,
with greater weight given to cash con-
tributions (for private sector proposals
only);

(3) The conditions or constraints af-
fecting the level of U.S. exports and
market share for the agricultural com-
modity/product;

(4) The degree to which the proposed
project is likely to contribute to the
development, maintenance, or expan-
sion of U.S. agricultural exports to
emerging markets;

() Demonstration of how a proposed
project will benefit a particular indus-
try as a whole; and

(6) Past program results and evalua-
tions, if applicable.

(7) The following priority technical
assistance activities:

(i) Projects and activities which use
technical assistance designed specifi-
cally to improve market access in
emerging markets such as activities
intended to mitigate the impact of sud-
den political events or economic and
currency crises in order to maintain
U.S. market share;

(ii) Marketing and distribution of
value-added products, including new
products or new uses. Examples include
food service development, market re-
search on potential for consumer-ready
foods or new uses of a product, and ex-
port feasibility studies.
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